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Coincidence Or Terrorism? - Truck Impacts Main 
Entrance of General Dynamics Military Manufacturer 
In London, Ontario, Canada Resulting In Fatal Injuries 
to Driver 

Posting Date: 09-Apr 2013 
 

The minds of local citizens in London, Ontario, Canada were still filled with the 
revelations that a group of former high school students were involved in a terrorist 
attack on an oil refinery in Africa. Therefore the initial reports from the local newspaper, 
the London Free Press, indicated that persons suspected there might have been a 
terrorist attack on the local military vehicle manufacturer, General Dynamics, this 
morning, April 9, 2013 at 0230 hours, when a transport truck rammed through the 
security fence and crashed into the building's front doors. Subsequently, officials are 
suggesting this was likely not a terrorist act but possibly some kind of medical condition 
experienced by the northbound driver as he drove along Veterans Memorial Parkway in 
the north-east area of London. Yet it is easy to see how paranoia could set in when the 
evidence at the collision site is examined. 

 

Figure 1: View, looking north, on Veterans Memorial Parkway, toward the intersection with Page Street. The General 
Dynamics building is located on the extreme right of this view. 
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Figure 1 shows a general view along Veterans Memorial Parkway (VMP), towards the 
intersection with Page Street. This photo was taken at 1130 hours or approximately 9 
hours after the reported collision. Examination of the two northbound lanes of VMP did 
not indicate any obvious tire marks related to the crash. Some dual skid marks in the 
curb lane close to the intersection appear to be curving too much toward the east to be 
related the truck. The endpoint of those skid marks are visible in the foreground of 
Figure 2. 

 

Figure 2: View, looking north, along the northbound curb lane of the Veterans Memorial Parkway showing some truck skid 
marks in the fore ground that appear to curving too far toward the east to be related the crash. 

Figures 3 and 4 on Page 3 show northbound views as we pass by the Page Street 
intersection and we begin to see the first evidence from the crash in terms of markings 
on the east roadside. There did not appear to be any evidence on the paved roadway 
surface. The first evidence was some black tire marks on the concrete curve at the 
north-east curb from the intersection. 

As it jumped the curb the truck began producing a set of deep gouges in the soft earth 
from its tires, as shown in Figure 5. These gouges subsided as the truck began 
travelling over a slight incline a shown in Figure 6. The truck eventually collided with the 
security fence surrounding the General Dynamics property but that barrier was no 
match as the truck simply plowed through it, as shown in Figure 7.  A tree growing next 
to the fence was also broken away from near ground level as shown in Figure 8. 
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Figure 3:View looking north through the intersection with Page Street and toward the east roadside where the first collision 
evidence exists. 

 

Figure 4: View looking north at north-east curb. It is possible to see the tire marks from the truck on the grass of the ditch. 
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Figure 5: View, looking north, showing the beginning of the gouges in the soft earth caused by the truck's tires as it sped 
toward the security fence of the General Dynamics property. 

 

Figure 6: As the truck travelled over a slight incline the gouging of the earth ceased and the tires just rolled over the grass as 
the vehicle approached the impact of the security fence. 
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Figure 7: View, looking north-east at the point where the truck plowed through the security fence as well as tree which can 
be seen lying on the asphalt parking lot. 

 

Figure 8: View of base of tree which was torn apart by the impact. 
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Once it passed through the fence the truck veered to the right and travelled directly 
toward the front entrance of the General Dynamics Building, shown in the background 
of Figure 9. 

 

Figure 9: View, looking north-east, through the damaged fence and toward the front entrance of the General Dynamics 
building in the background. 

The truck reportedly struck two vehicles in the parking lot, one was a pick-up truck and 
the other was a black passenger car that was pushed through the front doors of the 
building along with the front end of the truck. The damaged black car was still parked on 
the parking lot as shown in Figure 10. 

Figure 11 shows the main entrance way to the General Dynamics building. the damage 
above the door area indicates that at least the windshield and roof areas of the truck 
likely contacted that upper location and provides a general indication of the inward 
protrusion of the truck cab into the building. 

Given the scenario that unfolded it appears to be a rare coincidence that, if the truck 
went out of control due to the truck driver's medical condition, the truck should travel 
such a long distance, and through numerous impacts, and arrive to impact the front 
entrance of the General Dynamics building. It can be understood why the initial reports 
were suspicious that the impacts were purposeful and not accidental. 
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Figure 10: View of damaged black car that was pushed into the entranceway of the building by the truck. 

 

Figure 11: View of extent of damage to the main entrance of the General Dynamics building. 
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Under certain circumstances the public could become paranoid into believing this was a 
terrorist act because of this unusual set of circumstances and because this was a 
building owned by a defense contractor. It emphasizes the importance of looking 
carefully to separate accidents from willful acts. Although police have not fully 
determined the cause of this crash they appear to be giving indications to the news 
media that they suspect it was caused by some medical condition experienced by the 
driver such that the driver might even have died before the impacts occurred. 
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